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SUBJECT: THREATENED ELECTRICAL WORKERS STRIKE 
REE: SAN JOSE 3000, 3021, 3039, AND 3102 

1. BEGIN SUMMARY: HAVING FAILED TO MAKE GOOD ON THEIR 
THREATENED STRIKE EOR OVER A WEEK, IT APPEARS THAT THE 
TWO ICE ELECTRICAL WORKERS UNIONS ARE LOSING STEAM, 

AND THEIR LEADERS WOULD WELCOME "POLITICAL INTERVENTION" 
TO RESOLVE THE DISPUTE ARISING FROM ICE'S DISMISSAL OF 
EIGHT UNION ACTIVISTS. THUS, REPORTED ATTEMPTS BY 
DANIEL ODUBER TO BRING TOGETHER FOR TALKS THE MINISTERS 
OF LABOR AND PUBLIC WORKS, BOTH OF WHOM HAVE PUBLICLY 
TAKEN OPPOSITE SIDES IN THE DISPUTE, OEFER SOME FAINT 
HOPE THAT A PEACEEUL SETTLEMENT MAY YET BE FOUND. 

BARRING A SATISFACTORY SETTLEMENT, HOWEVER, THE UNIONS 
STILL SEEM DETERMINED TO PRESS AHEAD WITH A WORK STOPPAGE 
AGAINST ICE TO DEFEND WHAT THEY FEEL IS THE PRINCIPLE OF 
THE RIGHT TO ORGANIZE WORKERS. END SUMMARY. 

2. SITET AND ASDEICE, THE TWO ELECTRICAL WORKERS UNIONS, 
HAVE STILL ISSUED NO STRIKE CALL AGAINST ICE, THE 
COSTA RICAN ELECTRICITY INSTITUTE, BUT THE DISPUTE OVER 
ICE'S DISMISSAL OF EIGHT UNION ACTIVISTS IN THE JUNE 
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SITET STRIKE REMAINS UNSOLVED. THE EMBASSY HAS 
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JUST LEARNED THAT PLN PRESIDENTIAL CANDIDATE 
DANIEL ODUBER IS ATTEMPTING TO BRING TOGETHER 
LABOR MINISTER FRANCISCO MORALES, WHO HAS 
PUBLICLY EXPRESSED SYMPATHY FOR THE UNION POSITION, 

AND PUBLIC WORKS MINISTER RODOLEO SILVA, A MEMBER 

OF THE HARDLINE ANTI-UNION ICE BOARD OF DIRECTORS, TO HELP 

WORK OUT SOME MUTUALLY ACCEPTABLE AND PEACEEUL 

SOLUTION TO THE DISPUTE. THAT SITET LEADERSHIP 

AND MOST OP THE UNION'S RANK AND FILE ARE MEMBERS OF 

PLN UNDOUBTEDLY SPURRED ODUBER'S INITIATIVE IN THIS 

ELECTION YEAR. THE PTTI REPRESENTATIVE HERE TOLD 

THE EMBASSY THAT THE UNIONS WOULD AWAIT THE RESULTS 

OF THE MEETING BETWEEN THE TWO MINISTERS, IF IT 

COMES OFF, BEFORE MAKING A FINAL STRIKE DECISION. 

SEPTEMBER 5 PRESS REPORT STATES THAT PRESIDENT 
FIGUERES MAY BECOME PERSONALLY INVOLVED NOW THAT THE 
ROMANIAN PRESIDENT'S VISIT IS OVER. 

3. MEANWHILE, BOTH ICE AND THE UNIONS ARE CONTINUING 
THEIR NATIONWIDE EFFORTS TO RALLY SUPPORT TO THEIR 
RESPECTIVE CAUSES. ICE HAS NOW GARNERED 
ENDORSEMENTS FOR ITS STAND FROM AN UMBRELLA GROUP 
OF BUSINESSMEN'S ASSOCIATIONS, AND VARIOUS MUNICIPAL 
COUNCILS, AS WELL AS SEVERAL AUTONOMOUS STATE 
INSTITUTES, MOST NOTABLY THE SOCIAL SECURITY INSTITUTE, 

WHIIH WAS INVOLVED IN A LONG LABOR CONPLICT IN 

JUNE 1972 WITH ANOTHEY DEMOCRATIC UNION, UNDECA. ICE 
HAS ALSO INVESTED HEAVILY IN NEWSPAPER ADVERTISEMENTS 
TO DEFEND ITS STAND. POR ITS PART, THE SITET/ASDEICE 
POSITION HAS BEEN ENDORSED BY THE DEMOCRATIC WORKERS 
CONFEDERATION (CCTDWL AND THE ELECTRICAL, COMMUNICATIONS 
AND POSTAL WORKERS FEDERATION (FENECEP), BOTH OF 
WHICH SITET IS AFFILIATED, AS WELL AS THE INDEPENDENT 
PUBLIC EMPLOYEES ASSOCIATION (A EP). 

4. COMMENT: DESPITE 

THEIR BRAVE FRONT, IT APPEARS THAT SITET AND ASDEICE HAVE 
LOST LAST WEEK'S MOMENTUM BY CONTINUALLY POSTPONING 
THEIR STRIKE CALL. INDEED, THEIR FAILURE TO LAUNCH THE 
STRIKE MAY INDICTE THAT THE TWO UNIONS NOW QUESTION 
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THEIR CHANCES FOR SUCCESS. AT THIS POINT, THE EMBASSY 
BELIEVES THAT WITH THE EXCEPTION OF FENECEP, 

THOSE OUTSIDE UNIONS WHO HAVE ENDORSED THE 
SITET/ASDEICE STAND WILL NOT, IN THE FINAL ANALYSIS, 

BE WILLING TO SUPPORT THE EMBATTLED ICE UNIONS WITH 
SYMPATHY STRIKES. THUS IT WOULD APPEAR THAT BOTH 
UNIONS WOULD NOW WELCOME A POLITICAL SOLUTION THROUGH 
THE INTERVENTION OF THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY, DANIEL ODUBER, 
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OR PRESIDENT FIGUERES TO GET THEM OFF THE HOOK. 

NONETHELESS, WE DO NOT RULE OUT A POSSIBLY SUICIDAL 
STRIKE, IF THE UNIONS ARE NOT OFFERED A GRACEFUL WAY 
OUT OF THE DISPUTE THAT INCLUDES REINSTATEMENT OF THE 
EIGHT DISMISSED SITET ACTIVISTS. SO STRONG IS THE 
CONVICTION OF THE UNION LEADERS THAT THEIR DEFENSE OF 
THE EIGHT IS IN FACT A DEFENSE OF THE RIGHT OF WORKERS TO 
ORGANIZE THAT THEY MAY DECIDE TO MARTYR THEIR 
ORGANIZATIONS FOR THIS PRINCIPLE. 

VAKY 
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